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Abstract:
Studies of sea ice have been historically the domain of physical and natural scientists, 
specialists in geophysics, ocean and atmospheric circulation, climate modeling,         
marine ecosystems, also of navigators and engineers. This talk will introduce a new    
vision of sea ice as a cultural ‘scape’ and, hence, a field of social and humanistic        
inquiry, a subject of anthropology, cultural geography, and linguistics. In the areas where 
polar residents regularly use the ice for transportation, hunting, and communal activities, 
they create such cultural ice ‘scapes’ populated with place names, local terminologies, 
stories, trails, navigation marks, and other traces of human presence. This new         
perspective on sea ice was explored during the recent International Polar Year 2007–2008.
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